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XXI.  Description of a large Species of Rat, a Native of the Ihst 
Indies. By Captain Tllomas Hurdzizticke, F. L.S. 
Read February 7, 1804. 
1 BEG leave to offer to the notice of the Linnean Society‘a brief 
description of a large species of rat, a native of the East-Indies, 
which is mentioned by tlie late Air. Pennant, in his History of 
Quadrupeds, (3d ed.) Volunie 11, No. 377. ’ It is also noticed by 
Jlr .  Shaw in his Geneid ZooZogy, under thc name of Afus malaba- 
r - icus*;  but, as it is the largest of thc known speciesof t& genus, 
and is not peculiar to the coast of Malabar, it may, perhaps, 
with inore propriety be named 
RIUS GIGANTEUS. 
TAB. xvm. 
Tlie nose is rounded; the under jaw much shorter than the upper; 
cuttitrg teeth broad, incurvated, coinpressed ; the lower ones 
measuring eight-tenths of an inch, and tlie upper four-tenths 
in length. 
The ears naked, large, ovate, much rounded, erect, with the mar- 
gins a little turned inwards. 
The body is thick, and much arched ; the upper part is most hairy 
and black ; the lower inclining to gray. 
* Mus griseuq, auriculis rotundatis nudis, digitis plantarum exterioribus brevioribus. 
Shatu’s sol. Vol. ii. Part i. p .  54. 
The 

The kg and toes black; toes all divitlcd to tlicir oriziiis ; claws 
strong, and of inoderate length ; on the fore feet tlic riidiinrmt 
of a thumb, with a blunt clilw; the fifth of tlic hind foot la~*gcr, 
and more remote from tlic. rest. 
The tail is tliinly covered with hair; tlic last iiicli nalicd, n i i d  clif- 
fering in colour from thc rcst: at  tlic root i?+ inc.lles in csircriin- 
ference, and at the tip six-tenths only ; soiiicwliat sc.alj, arid 
inarked the wliolc length with numerous obscure rings. 
I 
A faitliful figure of the natural size, taken from a living sub- 
ject, ackompanies this paper; and will, it is hoped, supply thc: 
want of a inore minute description. 
The subject lrcre described and figured was a female. Its wciglit 
was two pounds elcren ounces and a half. Its total length 26+ 
inches, of which length the tail nieasured, from root to tip, 13 
inches. The male grows larger, and weighs three pounds and 
upwards. 
This rat is found in many places on tlic coast of Corornandel, 
in Mysore, and in several parts of Hengal, bctween Calcutta and 
Hurdwar. It is partial to dry situations, and hardly crer found 
distant from habitations. The lowest cast of IIindoos eat thc flesh 
of this rat, in preference to that of any otlicr spccics. 
It is a most mischievous animal, burrows to a great depth, and 
will pass under the foundatioiis of granaries and store-houses, if 
not deeply laid. Mud or unburnt brick walls prove no security 
against its attacks, and it commonly perforates such buildings in 
all directions. It is destructive in gardens, and roots up the 
seeds of all leguminous plants sown within its haunts. Cucurhi- 
taceous plants and fruits also suffer by its depredations. When 
gmin and vegetables are not within its reach, or scarce, it will 
attack poultry; but the former is its choicest food. 
2 R 2  The 
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The bite of this animal is considered dangerous, and an in- 
stance of’ its effects came under my notice while a t  the military 
station of Futtehprh, in the Dooab, where an European in the 
Honourable East India Company’s artillery died under a con- 
finned hydrophobia in about tmclve days after having been bitten 
by arat .  This opiniop I rest upon the judgment of the medical 
gcntleman who attended the unfortunate man subsequently to 
tlic accident. 
